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Important Dates: 

 Sept. 20th P.T.O. 

Meeting 4:15p.m. 

Oakwood 

 Sept. 21st Book 

Fair 5:00-7:00pm 

in the Oakwood 

Library 

 Sept. 22nd 1/2 day 

of school / dismis-

sal time 12:12p.m. 

 Oct. 4th Picture 

Day 

 Oct. 18th P.T.O. 

Meeting 4:15p.m. 

Oakwood 

 Oct. 25th Parent 

Teacher Confer-

ences  

 Oct. 26th 1/2 day 

of school / dismis-

sal time 12:12p.m. 

and Parent Teacher 

Conferences 

 Oct. 28th P.T.O. 

Color Run 

DIBELS Assessments 

The teachers and administrators in our district are committed to helping your child be-
come successful in reading and math.  As part of this commitment, we have chosen to use 
the screening assessment called DIBELS to help us take a quick snapshot of your child’s 
reading and math skills in three benchmarks a year.   

DIBELS stands for Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills.  DIBELS tests five 
skills that are necessary for learning to read.  Children who learn these skills become good 
readers.  The skills are: 

 Phonemic Awareness: Hearing and using sounds in spoken words 

 Alphabetic Principle: Knowing the sounds of the letters and sound out written words 

 Accurate ad Fluent Reading: Reading stories and other materials easily and quickly with few 
mistakes 

 Vocabulary: Understanding and using a variety of words 

 Comprehension: Understanding what is spoken or read 

DIBELS is made up of seven short individual tests, called subtests.  Each DIBELS subtest 
focuses on a different skill and takes about 1 minute to do.  A child may be given two to 
five of the DIBELS subtests depending on his or her grade level.  

We will also be using a math assessment create by DIBELS.  DIBELS Math assesses skills 
that are necessary for learning mathematics and is made up of seven short assessments.  
Each assessment focuses on a different mathematics skill and your child may be given two 
to five DIBELS Math assessments depending on his or her grade.   

DIBELS assessments are used with millions of students throughout the United States.  A 
child’s score on a subtest tells us whether a student is likely to be “on track” for reading 
or math, or may need additional assistance in learning these skills.  Your child’s teacher 
will use the information to plan for instruction.  We will also use DIBELS data to identify 
children who may need extra instruction in reading and to monitor their progress of all 
students as they develop their reading and math skills.   

DIBELS testing in reading and math is schedule for September 11th—September 22nd. 

We are working hard to make sure that every child is on target for success, and we thank 
you for your efforts at home.  Together, we will help your child become successful! 

 

 
 



LINKS Program Kick Off 

Oakwood Elementary is a Unified Champion School.  

The Raider LINKS grant funded peer-to-peer pro-

gram involves peers who model typical academic 

and social behavior throughout the day.  Each 

month members of the LINKS program will have the 

opportunity to participate in a special event with 

their classroom buddies.  Watch for permission slips 

to come home with your child. 

To kick off the program students will be painting 

pumpkins with their buddies and will receive a LINKS 

t-shirt.   

Health Concerns 

If your child has ANY health concern that the class-

room teacher and Nurse Becky should be aware of, 

them the office know a.s.a.p.  Classrooms often have 

special treats and snacks and teachers need to know 

about any food allergies your child may have.  Thank 

you to those who have filled out the allergy form and 

returned it to school.  If your child needs any medicine 

or medical devices (inhalers, Epi pens, etc) these need 

to be turned into the office with Nurse Becky.  We ask 

that you do not keep these items in your child’s back-

pack, unless cleared with Nurse Becky. 

 

Thank You! 

Thank you Hometown Sports for their 

generous donation of 500 Oakwood Cal-

endar magnets that went home with all 

families at the beginning of the school 

year.   

Your generosity is very much                  

appreciated! 

 

Trek for Tech 

At the end of the 2016-2017 school year Oakwood was able to purchase a Chrome Book cart and 25  

Chrome Books from our general budget and a grant that we received for  $2,000.  The Trek for Tech fund-

raiser generated $2,300 and The Portland Party Store generously hosted a fundraising event based on pizza 

sales and raised $200. With the funds raised, will be able to purchase and additional  Chrome Book cart and 

at least 8 more Chrome Books.   The Technology Department  is working on ordering the additional Chrome 

Books and preparing those that have al ready been purchases for our teachers to use directly in the class-

room to enhance curriculum and instruction. 

Thank you to everyone who donated to Trek for Tech and participated in the Portland Party Store fundrais-

er!  Thank you to the Portland Party Store for their generous donations! Your support is greatly appreciated! 

Fire Safety 

Fire Safety Week is October 9th-13th.  The Portland 

Fire Department will be providing students with a 

fire safety activity booklet that week.  The Fire De-

partment will have an open house on October 12th 

from 6:00-8:00p.m. at the fire station.  All families 

are invited to attend this event.   

On November 1st the Portland Fire Department and a 

magician will be at Oakwood Elementary to teach 

students about fire safety. 

 



 


